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II. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1/ (Currently Amended) Substituted y-lactone compounds 
of the general formula I, 




I 

in which 

R 1 denotes an optionally at least mono- substituted aryl 
or heteroaryl residue, an optionally at least mono- 
substituted aryl or heteroaryl residue attached via a 
Ci-6 alkylene group, an optionally at least mono- 
substituted, saturated, branched or unbranched 
aliphatic Ci-io residue, an optionally at least mono- 
substituted, at least partially unsaturated, branched 
or unbranched aliphatic C2-10 residue or an optionally 
at least mono-substituted, saturated or at least 
mono-unsaturated cycloaliphatic residue, 
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R 2 denotes an optionally at least mono-substituted, 
saturated, branched or unbranched aliphatic C i-i 0 
residue or an optionally at least mono-substituted, 
at least partially unsaturated, branched or 
unbranched aliphatic C 2 -io residue, 

R 3 denotes an optionally at least mono- substituted aryl 
residue, 

R 4 denotes H, 



R 3 and R* together denote an optionally at least mono- 
substituted, saturated or at least mono-unsaturated 
aliphatic C3-7 residue, with the proviso that the 
residue R 2 in this case denotes an optionally at least 
mono-substituted aryl residue, an optionally at least 
mono- substituted, saturated, branched or unbranched 
aliphatic d-xo residue or an optionally at least mono- 
substituted, at least partially unsaturated, branched 
or unbranched aliphatic C2-10 residue 

in the form of the racemates, diastereomers or 
enantiomers thereof in the form of the base thereof 
or of a corresponding physiologically acceptable 
salt, 

wherein the compounds of the general formula I, in which 



or 



R 1 denotes a 




3 



PAGE 4/26 1 RCVD AT 4/7/2005 4:23:40 PM [Eastern DayDght rime] 1 SVfcUSPTQ-EFXRF-1/5 1 DNB:8729306 ' C9D: * DURATION (mnw$):0M2 



APR. 7. 2005 4:22PM PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 



NO. 292 P. 5 



residue, R 2 a methyl residue, R 3 a phenyl residue and 
R 4 denotes H, are excepted. 

2. (Original) Substituted y-lactone compounds according 
to claim 1, characterised in that R 1 denotes an optionally 
at least mono-substituted aryl or heteroaryl residue, 
preferably an optionally at least mono-substituted aryl 
residue - 

3. (Previously Presented) Substituted y-lactone 
compounds according to claim 1, characterised in that R 2 
denotes an optionally at least mono-substituted, branched 
or unbranched Ci-« alkyl residue. 

4. (Previously Presented) Substituted y-lactone 
compounds according to claim 1/ characterised in that R 
denotes an optionally at least mono- substituted aryl 
residue and R 4 denotes H» 

5. (Previously presented) Substituted y^lactone 
compounds according to claim 1: 

3- (2-Chloro-4-f luoro-phenylamino) -5- { 4-f luoro-phenyl ) -5- 
me t hy 1 -dihydr o - furan- 2 - one / 

5-Methyl-3- (4-phenoxy-phenylamino) -5-phenyl-dihydro- 
furan-2— one/ 
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3-(2-Chloro-phenylamino)-5- (4~f luoro-phenyl) -5-methyl- 
dihydro-f uran-2-one , 

3- (4-chloro-2-methyl-phenylamino) -5-methyl-5-phenyl- 
dihydro- f ur an- 2-one , 

3- (2, 4^Dichloro-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro-phenyl )-5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (4-chloro-3-trif luoromethyl-phenylamino) -5-methyl— 5- 
phenyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (2, 3-Dichloro-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro-phenyl) -5- 
me thy 1 - dihydr o- fur an- 2 - one , 

3- (4-Iodo-phenylamino) -5^methyl-5-phenyl-dihydro-f uran- 
2-one, 

3_ ( 4-Chloro-2-f luoro-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro -phenyl) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

3- (2-Chloro-4-methyl-phenylamino) -5-methyl-5-phenyl- 
dihydro- f uran-2-one, 

3-(2-Chloro-4-methyl-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro-phenyl) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2 -one, 

3-(3, 5-Dichloro-phenylamino)-5-methyl-5-phenyl- dihydro- 
furan-2-one, 



5 

PA(X 6/26 * RCVD AT 4/7/2005 4:23:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRiUSPTO-EFXRF-l/S 1 DfflS:8729306 1 C9D: 1 DURATION (mnKS):04-32 



APR. 7.2005 4:23PM PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 



NO. 292 P. 7 



3- (3, 5-Dichloro-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro-phenyl)-5- 
methyl-dihydro- f ur an-2-one , 

3- (4-Bromo-2-chloro-phenylamino) -5- (4-f luoro-phenyl) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

4- ( 5-^4Methyl-2-oxo-5-phenyl-tetrahydro-furan-3— 
ylamino) -benzonitrile, 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (4-iodo-phenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihy dr o- fur an- 2 - one , 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl)-3- (2, 4-dichloro-phenylamino)-5- 
iaethyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (2-chloro-phenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydro- f uran-2-one , 

3-(4-Chloro-2-methyl-phenylainino) -5- (4-chloro-phenyl)-5 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one 

3- (2-Chloro-4-fluoro-phenylamino) -5-(4-chloro-phenyl)-5 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (4-Chloro-2-fluoro-^>henylamino) -5— (4-chloro-phenyl) -5 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (2— Chloro-4-methyl-pbenylamino) -5- (4-chloro-phenyl)-S 
me thyl-dihydro- f uran-2 -one , 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (2, 3-dichloro-phenylamino)-5- 
me thy 1 -dihydr o - fur an- 2 -one , 
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3- (4-Bromo-2-chloro-phenylamino)-S-(4-chloro"phenyl) -5- 
me thy 1 -dihydr o- fur an- 2 -one , 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (3, 5-dichloro-phenylamino)-5- 
methyl -dihydr o- fur an- 2 -one , 

3- (3, 5-Dit>romo-pyridin-2-ylamino)-S-methyl-5-phexiyl- 
dihydr o - fur an- 2 -one / 

5- (4-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (3/ 5-dichloro-pyridinr-2- ylamino) - 
5- me thyl-dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

5- (4-Chloro-^henyl) -5-methyl-3- (5-nitro-pyridin-2- 
ylamino) -dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (3-chloro-2-methyl-phenylamino) -5- (4-iodo-phenyl) -5- 
m.ethyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5-(4-Bromo-phenyl) -3- (4-chloro-phenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydr o - fur an- 2 - one , 

5- (3-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (4-chloro-phenylamino) -S-methyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

3-(4-chloro-phenylamino) -5- (4-iodo-phenyl)-5-methyl- 
dihy dr o- fur an- 2 - one , 

5- ( 4-Bromo-phenyl ) -3- ( 2-iodo-phenylamino) -5-^niethyl- 
di hydro -fur an- 2 - one / 

5- (3-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (2-iodo-phenylamino) - 5 -me thy 1- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 
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5- (4-Iodo-phenyl)— 3- (2-iodo-phenyl amino) -5-methyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (2, 4-Dif luoro-phenylamino) -5-methyl-5-naphthalen-l-yl~ 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5- (4-Bromo-phenyl) -3- (4-iodo-phenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydr o- f ur an- 2 -one , 

5- (3-Chloro-phenyl) - 3- ( 4 - i odo-phen y 1 amino ) -5-iaethyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (4-Iodo-phenylamino) -5-methyl-5-naphthalen-l-yl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5- (4-Bromo-phenyl) -3-(3, 5-dichioro-phenylamino) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5-(3-Chloro-phenyl) -3- (3, 5-dichloror-phenylamino) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3~(3, 5-Dichloro-phenylaraino) -5- (4-iodo-phenyl) - 5 -methyl - 
dihydro- fur an- 2 -one , 

3— (3, 5— Dichloro-phenylamino) -5-methyl-5-naphthalen-l-yl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5-(3-Chloro-phenyl)-5-methyl-3-phenylamino--dihydro- 
fur an— 2— one, 

3- (2-Bromo-4-rnethyl-phenylamino) -5- (4-iodo-phenyl) -5- 
me thyl-dihydro- fur an- 2 -one , 

8 
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3- (2-Bromo-4-methyl-phenylamino) -5-roethyl-5-naphthalen- 
1 - y 1 - d i hydro - fur an- 2 - one , 

3- ( 5-Chloro-2-methyl-phenylamino ) — 5-methyl-5- (5,6,7,8— 
tetrahydro-naphthalen-2-yl)-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3— (4-Bromo-2-f luoro-phenylamino) -5-isopropyl— 5-phenyl— 
dihydr o - furan- 2 -one , 

5- (2, 5-Dimethoxy-phenyl) -5-methyl-3- (5-trif luoromethyl- 
pyridin-2-ylamino)-dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

5- (3, 5-Dimethoxy-phenyl )-5-methyl-3- (S-trif luoromethyl- 
pyridin-2-ylamino)-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- ( 3-Bromo-5-methyl-pyr idin-2-ylamino } -5- ( 2-methoxy^- 
phenyl ) - 5-me thyl-dihydr o- furan-2-one , 

3— (3-Bromo-5-methyl-pyridin-2-ylamino)-5- (2, 5- 
dime thox y-ptxeny 1 ) - 5-met hy 1- dihydr o- fur an- 2 - one , 

3— ( 3-Bromo-5-methyl-pyr idin-2-ylaxaino ) —5- (3,5- 
dimethoxy-phenyl ) -5-me thy 1-dihydro-f uran-2-one , 

3- (5-Bromo-3-methyl-pyridin-2-ylamino)-5- (2-methoxy^ 
phenyl ) - 5-me thy 1 -dihydr o- fur an- 2 - one , 

3- (2-Chloro-pyridin-3-ylamino) -5- (2-methoxy-phenyl ) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2 -one, 

3- (5-Bromo-pyridin-2-ylamino) -5- ( 2 , 5-dimethoxy- phenyl) - 
5-methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

9 
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3- (3-Chloro-5-trif luoromethyl-pyridin-2-ylamino)-5- (2,5- 
dimethoxy-phenyl) -5-methyl-dihydro-furan-2 one/ 

5- (2-Methoxy-phenyl ) -5-methyl-3- (pyridin-2-ylamino) 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- [5- (2, 5-Dimethoxy-phenyl)-5-methyl-2-oxo-tetrahydro- 
f uran-3-yl amino] -pyrazole-4— carboxylic acid ethyl 
ester, 

3-15- (3-Bromo-phenyl) -5-methyl-2-oxo-tetrahydro-furan-3- 
ylamino]— pyrazole— 4— carboxylic acid ethyl ester, 

3- [5- (3-Bromo-phenyl) -5-methyl-2-oxo--tetrahydro-furan-3- 
ylamino]-5-methylsulfanyl-pyrazole— 4-carbonitrile, 

3- [ 5- ( 2 , 5-Dimethoxy-phenyl ) -5-methyl-2--oxo-t et rahydro- 
furan-3-ylaiaino]— pyrazole-4-carbonitrile/ 

3- (4— Bromo-pyrazol-3-ylamino) -5- (3, 5-dimethoxy^ phenyl) - 
5-methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- ( 4— Bromo-5-phenyl-2H-pyrazol-3-ylamino) -5- (2- methoxy- 
phenyl) ^5-methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- ( 8-Hydroxy-quinolin-2-ylamino) -5- (2-methoxy-phenyl) -5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5- (2, 5-Dimethoxy-phenyl) -3- (8-hydroxy^quinolin-2- 
ylaiaino) -5-methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 
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5- (2-Methoxy-phenyl)-5-methyl-3- (pyrazin-2-yl amino) - 
dihydro-furan-2 -one, 

5- (3-Bromo-phenyl) -5-methyl-3- (4-methyl-pyrimidin-2- 
ylaroino) -dihydro-furan-2 -one, 

2- [5- (3, 5-Dimethoxy-^>henyl ) -5-methyl-2-oxo-tetrahydro- 
furan-3-ylaiaino J -4-propyl-pyrimidine-S-carboxylic 
acid ethyl ester, 

5- (2-Methoxy-phenyl) -5-methyl-3- (pyrimidin-2-ylamino) - 
dihydro- f ur an-2-one , 

3- (4-Chloro-3-trifluoromethyl-phenylamino) -5-phenyl-5- 
propyl~dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

3-(2-Chloro-phenylamino)-5-phenyl-5-propyl-dihydro^ 
fur an— 2-one, 

3- (2-Chloro-4-f luoro -phenyl amino) - 5-phenyl - 5 -propyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (4-Chloro-2-f luoro-phenylamino) -5-phenyl-5-propyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

3— (2--Chloro-4-itiethyl-phenylamino) -5-phenyl-5-propyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (2-Oxo-5-phenyl-5-propyl-tetrahydro-furan-3-ylaiaino)- 
pyrazole— 4-carboxylic acid ethyl ester, 
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3- (5-Hydroxy-4-phenylazo-pyrazol-3-ylamino) -5-phenyl-5- 
propyl-dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

3- (4— Bromo-5-phenyl-pyrazol-3-ylainino) — 5-phenyl-5- 
propyl-dihydro-furan-2-one/ 

5-Methylsulfanyl-3- (2-oxo-5-phenyl-5^-propyl-tetrahydro- 
furan-3-ylaxtd.no) -pyrazole— 4— carbonitrile, 

3- (5-Butyl-2-oxo-5-phenyl-tetrahydro-furan-3-ylamino) - 
pyrazole— 4— carboxylic acid ethyl ester/ 

5-Butyl-3- (5-hydroxy-4-phenylazo-pyrazol-3-ylamino) -5- 
phenyl-dibydro-furan-2-one, 

3- (4-Bromo-5-phenyl-pyrazol-3-ylamino) -5-butyl-S-phenyl- 
dihydr o- f ur an- 2 -one , 

3-(5-Bntyl-2-oxo-5-phenyl-tetrahydro-furan-3-ylaiaino)-5- 
methylsulfanyl— pyrazole-4— carbonitrile, 

3- (5-Butyl-2-oxo-5-phenyl-tetrahydro-f uran-3-yl amino) - 
pyrazole— 4— carbonitrile, 

5-Butyl-3- (2-phenoxy-phenylaiuino) -5-phenyl-dihydro- 
furan— 2-one, 

5-Biphenyl-4-yl-3- (2, 4-dichloro-phenylamino)-5-methyl- 
dihydro-furan-2-one, 

5-Biphenyl-4-yl-3- (2-chloro-phenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydro- f ur an~2 -one , 
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5-Biphenyl-4-yl-3- (2-chloro*-4-f luoro-phenyl amino) ^5- 
methyl-dihydro-furan-2-one, 

3-(5- B iphGnyl-4-yl-5-^iiethyl-2--oxo--tetraliydro-furan-3- 
ylamino)-pyrazole~4-carboxylic acid ethyl ester, 

5-Biphenyl-4-yl-3- (4-bromo-5-phenyl-pyrazol-3-ylamino) - 
5-me thy 1 - dihydr o- f ur an-2- one , 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenyl amino) -5-methyl-5-phenyl- 
dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenyl amino) - 5-me thy 1-5-o-tolyl- 
dihy dr o fur an- 2 -one , 

3r- ( 3 , 5-Dichlorophenylamino ) -5- { 4- f luorophenyl ) -5- 
methyl-dihydrofuran-2-one, 

5- (2-Chlorophenyl) -3- (3, 5-dichlorophenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydr o fur an- 2 -one , 

5-(4-Chlorophenyl)-3- (3, 5-dichlorophenylamino) -5- 
me thy 1 -di hydro fur an-2 - one , 

5- ( 3-Bromophenyl ) -3- (3, 5-dichlorophenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydr o f ur an- 2-one , 

5- (4-Bromophenyl)-3- {3, 5-dichlorophenylamino) - 5-me thy 1 - 
dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- {3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (4-iodophenyl) -5-methyl- 
dihy dr o fur an- 2 - one , 

13 
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3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (2-methoxyphenyl)— 5- 
iue thyl -dihydro f ur aiv-2-one , 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5— (3-methoxyphenyl)— 5- 
methyl-dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (4-methoxyphenyl)— 5- 
methyl~dihydrofuran-2~one/ 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (2, 4-dimethbxyphenyl)— 5- 
methyl-dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (2, 5-dimethoxyphenyl) — 5- 
methyl-dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -5- (3, 5-dimethoxyphenyl)— 5- 
methyl-dihydrofuran-2-one, 

5- (Biphenyl-4-yl-) 3- (3, 5~dichlorophenylamino) -5-methyl- 
dihydrofuran-2-one, 

3- (3 / 5-Dichlorophenylamino )-5-ethyl-5-phenyl- 
dihydro f uran-2-one , 

3— ( 3 , 5 - Di chlo rophenyl amino ) — 5-pheny 1 - 5-n-pr opy 1 - 
dihydro fur an- 2 -one , 

5— n- Butyl -3- (3, 5-dichlorophenylamino)-5-phenyl- 
dihydr o f ur an-2 -one , 

3- ( 3 , 5-Dichlorophenylamino ) —7 a-phenyl- 
hexahydrobenzofuran, 
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3-(3, 5-Dichiorophenylamino) -7a- (3-methoxy-phenyl) 
hexahydrobenzo f uran— 2— one 



and 



3- (3, 5-Dichlorophenylamino) -8a- (3-methoxy-phenyl) - 
octahydrocyclo-hepta [h] f uran-2-one 

and the corresponding physiologically acceptable salts 
thereof, preferably the hydrochlorides thereof. 

6. (Previously Presented) A process for the production 
of substituted y-lactone compounds according to claim 1, 



a 

characterised in that at least one amine component of the 
general formula II/ 

in which the residue R l has the meaning according to 
claims 1 to 5, is reacted with glyoxalic acid and at 
least one alkene component of the general formula 
HI, 
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in which the residues R 2 to R 4 have the meaning according 
to claims 1 to 5, in the presence of at least one 
inorganic and/or organic acid in an organic solvent 
to yield at least one compound of the general formula 
I according to claims 1 to 5 and this is optionally 
purified using conventional methods and/or optionally 
isolated using conventional methods - 

7* (Original) A process according to claim 6, 
characterised in that the glyoxalic acid is used in the 
form of the monohydrate thereof or in form of an aqueous 
solution. 

8. (Previously Presented) A process according to claim 
6/ characterised in that trifluoroacetic acid is used as 
the organic acid. 
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9* (Previously Presented) A process according . to claim 
6, characterised in that the temperature during the 
reaction is 0 to 100°C, preferably 15 to 40°C, 

10. (Previously Presented) A process according to claim 
6, characterised in that the duration of the reaction is 
0.25 to 12 hours. 

11* (Previously Presented) A process for the production 
of substituted y-lactone compounds according to claim 1, 
characterised in that at least one amine component of the 
general formula 11, 



in which the residue R has the meaning according to 
claim 1 is reacted with glyoxalic acid and at least 
one alkene component of the general formula III, 
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m 

in which the residues R 2 to R 4 have the meaning according 
to claim 1 in an organic solvent, optionally in the 
presence at least one inorganic and/or organic acid 
with microwave irradiation or with exposure to 
ultrasound, preferably with microwave irradiation, to 
yield at least one compound of the general formula I 
according to claim 1 and this is optionally purified 
using conventional methods and/or optionally isolated 
using conventional methods. 

12. (Original) A process according to claim 11, 
characterised in that the temperature during the reaction 
is 40 to 70°C, preferably 45 to 60°C* 

13* (Previously Presented) A pharmaceutical preparation 
containing at least one substituted y-lactone compound 
according to claim 1 and optionally physiologically 
acceptable auxiliary substances. 
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14. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for combatting pain, 

15. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 14 for combatting chronic pain. 

16. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 14 for combatting neuropathic pain. 

17. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of 
neurodegenerative diseases, preferably of Alzheimer' s 
disease, Parkinson's disease or Huntington's chorea. 

18. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of stroke. 

19. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of cerebral 
ischaemia. 

20. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the- treatment or prevention of cerebral 
infarct. 
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21. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of cerebral 
oedema. 

22. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for anxiolysis. 

23* (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for anaesthesia. 

24- (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of schizophrenia. 

25. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of psychoses 
brought about by elevated amino acid levels. 

26. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of AIDS dementia. 

27. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of Tourette f s 
syndrome. 
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28. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of inflammatory 
and/or allergic reactions, 

29. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of depression. 



30- (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of mental health 
conditions . 

31. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of epilepsy. 

32. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of urinary 
incontinence. 

33. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of pruritus. 

34. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of tinnitus. 
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35. (Original) A pharmaceutical preparation according to 
claim 13 for the treatment or prevention of diarrhoea. 



36. (Currently Amended) A method of tre atin g pain a 
subject in need thereof ■■comprising administering to a 
patient a pharmaceutical^ effective amount of a 

pharmaceutical composition comprising the ugc Use <=>£ at 

least one substituted y-lactone compound according to claim 
^ or tho production of a pharmaceutical preparation — #ea? 
combatting pain/ preferably chronic or neuropathic pain* 



37. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 36, 
wherein the pain is chronic pain. of treating a subjecyfe— ia 
need thereof comprising the use I fo e — ©■£ — a£ — jfceagt-- one 
substituted y lactone compound according to claim 1 for the 

production — a pharmaceutical — preparation — fcbe 

treatment — prevention of — neurodegenerative — dlseaoep/ 

preferably of - Alzheimer' o disease,, — Parking e s' - o discaoo or 
Huntington^ - g — eboroa, — fo* — fefee — tepoatmcnt or prevent ion — e£ 
migraine , — stroke; ocrebral — iachaemia; cerebral — aa>£arct, 
cerebral oodomoi — schizophrenia^ — psychoses brought about - by 

<ri*watod — amifte — acid — l - ovols, — AIDS — defiten^ia? Tourottc' s 

syndrome^ inflammatory and/or allorgio reaction^ 

depression/ ■ mental — health — conditioner epilepsy^ urinary 

incontinence/ pruritus? tinnitus, diarrhoea, 

anxioly&i-^g>^-f - or anaestheoia. 



22 

PAGE 23/26 * RCVD AT 4/712005 4:23:40 PM [Eastern DayGgM rime] 1 1 DfflS:87M306 1 CSID: 1 DURATION pimws):0W2 



APR. 1 2005 4:25PM' PERMAN & GREEN, LLP NO. 292 P, 24 



38. (New) A method according to claim 36, wherein the pain 
is neuropathic pain. 

39. (New) A method of treating or preventing a 
neurodegenerative disease comprising administering to a 
patient a pharmaceutical^ effective amount of a 
pharmaceutical composition comprising at least one 
substituted y-lactone compound according to claim 1. 

40. (New) A method according to claim 39, wherein the 
neurodegenerative disease is Alzheimer's disease. 

41. (New) A method according to claim 39, wherein the 
neurodegenerative disease is Parkinson's disease. 

42. (New) A method according to claim 39, wherein the 
neurodegenerative disease is Huntington's chorea. 

43. (New) A method of preventing or treating migraine, 
stroke/ cerebral ischaemia, cerebral infarct, cerebral 
oedema, schizophrenia, psychoses brought about by elevated 
amino acid levels, AIDS dementia, Tourette's syndrome, 
inflammatory and/or allergic reactions; depression, mental 
health conditions , epilepsy, urinary incontinence, 
pruritus, tinnitus, diarrhea or anxiety comprising 
administering to a patient a pharmaceutical^ effective 
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amount of a pharmaceutical composition comprising at least 
one substituted y-lactone compound according to claim l. 



44. (New) A method of anesthetizing comprising 
administering to a patient a pharmaceutically effective 
amount of a pharmaceutical composition comprising at least 
one substituted y-lactone compound according to claim 1. 
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